Sustaining the O’odham Ni’oki

O’odham Ni’oki Ki:
(0’odham Language Center)
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Indigenous Languages in the United States

2050
Indigenous Languages in the United States 20
Indigenous
According to a 2023 Bureau of Indian Affairs Languages
report, approximately 167 Indigenous languages
are spoken in the United States, and it is
estimated that only 20 will remain by 2050. 2023

167 Indigenous Language

2023 &= 2050

Source: U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs. (2023).
Native American Revitalization Literature Review.




O’odham Language:

Evidence of Declining Intergenerational Transmission

2004 2021
Education Study Language Survey
Ability of Tohono O'odham members Ability of Tohono O'ocdham members
to speak O'odham by age to speak O'odham by age
(carry a conversation or fluent) (carry a conversation or fluent)
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Source: Tohono O’'odham Nation & Tohono O’odham Source: Tohono O’'odham Community College, O'odham Language
Community College, Comprehensive Education Study 2004 Comprehensive Survey (2021).
(2004).

Data are drawn from separate studies and are presented to illustrate patterns in O’'odham speaking ability across age
groups.




Building on A Strong Foundation

Documenting
O'odham Speech &
Historical Records

For many years, the Tohono O’odham Nation has
invested in language documentation, dictionary,
teaching, and learning. These efforts have included:
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Establishing a Standard C:Etln: ;nHl‘:'l ::“'IEI;I
Orthography peec istorica
Records
Creating a certification lobine coll
process for K-12 0'odham De:m“r::i I{-;I.EEEE-
language teachers

Language courses



What We're Working Toward

Our work is focused on changing the conditions that allow O’odham fi’oki to be learned, used and passed on.
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SPEAKERS

Create pathways for children,
families, and community
members to learn and
increasingly use O’odham.
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EVERYDAY USE

Increase the places where
O’odham s visible, spoken,
and heard.
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LANGUAGE
CONTINUITY

Strengthen the ability of
families and communities to
pass O’odham from one
generation to the next.
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The goal is to strengthen the use of the O’odham language in everyday life.
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A Connected Approach to Language Continuity

The O’odham Ni’oki Ki: works to strengthen the O’odham language through six interconnected areas.
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LANGUAGE LEARNING

These areas support how O’odham is learned, used, and passed on.




Language Continuity through Partnership

© O'ODHAM PIPAASH

LANGUAGE PROGRAM

EDUCAT'ON Tohono O’'odham Nation

Cultural Center & Museum
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Youth, Family, and Community-based Language Learning

YOUTH AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
GROWING INTEREST IN LANGUAGE LEARNING

THROUGH COMMUNITY FOCUSED LANGUAGE EVENTS,
YOUTH AND FAMILIES HEAR AND USE 0’0DHAM

OUR YOUTH SPEAK
AND VALUE
0’0DHAM

STRONGER
FAMILY AND
COMMUNITY

PARTICIPATION
FAMILIES ARE ACTIVE
PARTNERS IN LANGUAGE
LEARNING AND CREATE |

OPPORTUNITIES FOR |
0'ODHAM AT HOME
AND IN THE COMMUNITY.

OPPORTUNITIES TO
HEAR AND USE |
0'0DHAM |
YOUTH HAVE MORE
OPPORTUNITIES TO PRACTICE -}
AND USE 0’0DHAM IN |
EVERYDAY WAYS.

LANGUAGE
EXPERIENCES

FUN AND ENGAGING
EXPERIENCES INSPIRE
INTEREST AND CREATE
POSITIVE CONNECTIONS

TO THE LANGUAGE.

THESE ELEMENTS CREATE A STRONG FOUNDATION
FOR 0’ODHAM LANGUAGE SUSTAINABILITY

WHEN YOUTH AND FAMILIES ARE ENGAGED, OUR LANGUAGE GROWS STRONGER.

R TR TR R AT (T~




Outcomes

Expanded teaching capacity
Head Start teachers are equipped to use and
model immersion strategies, build the capacity
of other educators, and increase O’odham

— language production among young learners.

Participants are applying training in schools,
programs, and communities.

Increased resources and visibility

Learning reached communities, workplaces, New learning resources, radio broadcasts, and

families, cultural activities, elders, and public translation efforts are increasing opportunities

events. to see, hear, learn, and use O’odham.

Progress toward a larger goal: more people prepared to teach and share O’odham,
and more places for the language to be visible, spoken, and heard.
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From Grant Support to Lasting Capacity

BUILD
PEOPLE

Skills and knowledge
| remain beyond _
A\ individual projects. //

Language
i/ continuityisa \
| shared responsibility. |

\ No single program, school,
BUILD \ organization, or grant can /4
RELAT'ONSH'PS sustain a language. 4 ADAPT

Long-term partnerships JI
build lasting
capacity.

Approaches respond
to community
needs.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Frances Benavidez, Project Director, O°’odham Language Center
Tohono O’odham Community College
Sells, AZ

fbenavidez@tocc.edu



mailto:fbenavidez@tocc.edu
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