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Project Summary (Abstract)

This webinar is to provide a brief 
overview of the structure of a project 
summary to facilitate the workshop in 
February.

Research.Gov requires the following  
Headings to successfully upload the 
Summary:

• Overview
• Intellectual Merit
• Broader Impacts
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Required Components of a Project 
Summary

A brief synopsis of project …elevator 
speech

Overview

Broader Impacts

Intellectual Merit



Intellectual Merit
• NSF: The potential for the proposed project to advance knowledge and 

understanding within its own field or across different fields.
• Review Criteria (does the proposed project… and to what extent does the 

proposed project)
• Advance knowledge and understanding within its own field or across 

different fields
• Develop or Explore creative, original, or potentially transformative 

concepts?
• Present a plan that is well-reasoned, well-organized, and based on a 

sound rationale
• Is there an effective plan to assess success?
• Is the individual, team, or organization qualified to implementing the 

project?
• Are there adequate resources available to the PI to carry out the 

proposed activities?



Broader Impacts
• NSF: The potential for the proposed project to benefit society and contribute 

to the achievement of specific, desired societal outcomes
• Review Criteria: (same items as listed for Intellectual Merit using the above lens)

• What examples of Broader Impacts are presented by the NSF
• https://www.nsf.gov/funding/learn/broader-impacts

• STEM Education/Workforce Development
• Economic Competitiveness or Social Well-Being
• Enhancing STEM Research Infrastructure or National Security
• Public Engagement (increasing Science Literacy)
• Partnerships (educational/industry/governmental)
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